
  

 

1 

Regulatory Language 
 
Section 1.74, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§1.74. Salmon Punch Card and Steelhead Sport Fishing Report Card and Tagging Requirements.  

(a) In addition to a valid sport fishing license, any person fishing for salmon in ocean waters north of Horse Mountain or in 
waters of the Klamath River system shall have in their possession a nontransferable Salmon Punch Card issued by the 
department. Anglers must immediately upon taking and retaining an adult salmon as defined in Section 27.80(d) in ocean waters, 
and over 22 inches total length in the river system, make a hole in the punch card in one of the designated locations and record the 
month, day, area of catch and species of salmon in the spaces provided. 
 The fee for a Salmon Punch Card is specified in Section 701. A Salmon Punch Card shall be valid for the calendar year. 
No person may purchase or possess more than one Salmon Punch Card or any Salmon Punch Card other than his own. Unless 
both the salmon punch card and the sport fishing license are issued through the Automated License Data System (see Section 
700.4), any person who issues a Salmon Punch Card shall enter the card number on the appropriate space provided on the 
angler's valid sport fishing license. The sport fishing license number shall be entered on the punch card in the appropriate space 
provided. 

Anglers must return punch cards to the department within 30 days of the close of the calendar year. 
(b) In addition to a valid sport fishing license, any person fishing for steelhead trout in anadromous waters (see Section 

1.04 for definition of anadromous waters) shall have in their possession a nontransferable Steelhead Fishing Report and 
Restoration Card issued by the department. For purposes of this regulation, a steelhead trout is defined as any rainbow trout 
greater than 16 inches in length found in anadromous waters. Anglers must immediately record, with a ball-point pen, the month, 
day, catch area, number of steelhead caught and kept, and number of steelhead caught and released whenever the cardholder 
finishes fishing for the day, moves to another river or stream, or retains a steelhead trout. 

A Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card shall be valid for the calendar year. When the card becomes completely 
filled-in, any person may purchase another card. Anglers must return their card by January 31 of the following year to the address 
specified on the Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card.    

Revenue received from the sale of the cards may only be expended to monitor, restore, or enhance steelhead trout 
resources and to administer the report-restoration card program. The card shall contain a statement explaining potential uses of 
the funds received.    
(a) Purpose. These regulations address potential concern for overfishing and a lack of recreational fishing effort and catch 
information in some or all areas where the fishery operates. Many of these species are of high commercial value, and therefore, 
additional enforcement mechanisms are needed to improve compliance with existing bag limits and other regulations, and to 
reduce the potential for poaching. 
(b) Species and Location Requirements. Individuals fishing for or taking the following species are subject to report card 
requirements in the following locations described below: 
(1) Salmon, in the Klamath-Trinity River System only. The  Klamath-Trinity River System is defined as the anadromous waters of 
the Klamath River and Trinity River basins. Anadromous waters are defined in Section 1.04. 
(2) Steelhead trout, in all anadromous waters where take is authorized. 
(3) White sturgeon, in all areas where take is authorized. Tagging of retained individual sturgeon is also required. 
(4) Red abalone, in all areas where take is authorized. Tagging of retained individual abalone is also required 
(5) California spiny lobster, in all areas where take is authorized. 
(c) General Report Card Requirements. 
(1) Any person fishing for or taking any of the species identified in this Section shall have in their possession a non-transferable 
report card issued by the department for the particular species. See special exemption regarding possession of report cards for 
lobster divers in Section 29.91. 
(2) Notwithstanding other statutes and regulations that may exempt sport fishing license requirements, non-transferable report 
cards are required for any person fishing for or taking the species identified above. All cardholders shall adhere to all reporting and 
tagging requirements defined in this Section and Sections 5.79, 5.87, 5.88, 27.92, 29.16, and 29.91 regardless of whether a sport 
fishing license requirement applies. This provision applies to all of the following persons: 
(A) Any person who is under 16 years of age 
(B) Any person who is fishing from a public pier 
(C) Any person who is fishing on free fishing days 
(D) Any person who holds a lifetime fishing license  
(3) Persons described in subsections 1.74(c)(2) may purchase report cards without purchasing a license. 
(4) All entries made on any report card or tag must be legible and in indelible ink.   
(5) Entries Required at the Time of Report Card Issuance. At the time of issuance of the report card, the cardholder is responsible 
for entry of the following information, unless both the report card and the sport fishing license are issued through the Automated 
License Data System: 
(A) Acquisition of Sturgeon Fishing Report Cards and Abalone Report Cards - If the cardholder is required to have a sport fishing 
license, the report card number shall be entered in the designated space provided on the back of the individual's sport fishing 
license, and the sport fishing license number shall be entered on the report card in the appropriate space. 
(B) Acquisition of Klamath-Trinity Salmon Report Cards, Steelhead Report and Restoration Cards and Spiny Lobster Report Cards 
- If the cardholder is required to have a sport fishing license, both the name of the report card and the number shall be entered in 
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the blank area on the back of the individual's sport fishing license, and the sport fishing license number shall be entered on the 
report card in the appropriate space. 
(C) The date the report card is issued, the individual’s name, street address, city, state, zip code, home phone, and date of birth 
shall be entered in the appropriate spaces on the report card. If the cardholder has a driver’s license, or DMV identification number, 
this information shall also be entered in the appropriate spaces. If the cardholder has an e-mail address, it may be entered in the 
space provided.  
(D) If the cardholder wishes to purchase another fishing license after their one, two, or ten-day sport fishing license has expired the 
cardholder need not purchase a second report card for any species, so long as the cardholder still possesses the report card valid 
for the calendar year. At the time of purchase of the subsequent license, the additional sport fishing license number shall be 
entered in the appropriate space on the report card. If there is a space provided for the particular card on the sport fishing license, 
the number shall be entered in the appropriate space at the time of purchase. If there is no space provided for the card, both the 
name of the report card and the number shall be entered on the back of the individual’s sport fishing license. 
(6) A report card shall be valid only during the open fishing season for the calendar year shown on the report card.  
(7) Cardholders shall return their card by January 31 of the following year to the department at the address specified on the card. 
(8) Any person who fails to return his or her report card to the Department by the deadline may be restricted from obtaining the 
same card in a subsequent license year or may be subject to an additional fee for the issuance of the same card in a subsequent 
license year.
(9) For abalone and sturgeon report cards, only one report card may be issued per person per license year. 
(10) Report cards may not be transferred to another person and no person may possess any report card other than their own. 
(d) Replacement Procedures for Lost Abalone or Sturgeon Report Cards. For species for which an individual may purchase 
only one report card per year (i.e., abalone and sturgeon), if the cardholder loses the card, a replacement card shall be acquired 
only by following the procedures below: 
(1) The individual shall provide all of the following to a Department license office location: 
(A) A photocopy of the original report card issued in the cardholder’s name, unless the report card was issued through the 
Automated License Data System. 
(B) An affidavit, signed under penalty of perjury, containing the following information: 
1. A statement confirming that the originally issued report card cannot be recovered.  
2. A statement of the cardholder’s best recollection of the prior catch records that were entered on the report card that was lost, 
including the number of tags utilized. 
3. A statement describing the factual circumstances surrounding the loss of the card. 
(C) Proof of purchase of the original report card, in the form of an itemized receipt, credit card billing statement, invoice, or other 
written business record expressly documenting that a report card for the particular species was purchased and the corresponding 
fee was paid. The cardholder is exempt from this requirement if the report card was issued through the Automated License Data 
System. 
(D) Payment of the Replacement Card Fee specified in Section 701(f), 701(g) or 701(h)Title 14, CCR, established pursuant to 
subdivision 1053(b) of the Fish and Game Code, and as adjusted pursuant to Sections 713 and 1055 of the Fish and Game Code. 
(E) Payment of the Replacement Processing Fee specified in Section 701(i) or 701(j), Title 14, CCR, established pursuant to 
subdivision 1050(e) of the Fish and Game Code. 
(2) Based on the information provided in the written affidavit, the department shall issue only the number of tags that were reported 
unused on the previously issued report card. 
(3) At the time the replacement card is acquired, if the cardholder is required to have a sport fishing license, the number of the 
replacement card shall be entered in the appropriate space on the sport fishing license and the fishing license number shall be 
entered in the space provided on the report card. 
(4) All regulations applicable to the initial card also apply to additional cards issued pursuant to this subsection.  
(e) Replacement Procedures for Salmon, Steelhead, or Lobster Report Cards.  
(1) Any cardholder who fills in all available lines on his or her steelhead, salmon or lobster report card shall return the card to the 
department at the address specified on the card prior to purchasing a second card.  
(2) Any cardholder who loses his or her steelhead, salmon or lobster report card may purchase a second card, but at or before the 
time of purchase shall provide a written affidavit to the department at the address on the report card documenting the lost catch 
and effort data required by the card to the best of the cardholder’s recollection.  
(3) At the time the additional card is acquired, if the cardholder is required to have a sport fishing license, both the name of the 
report card and the number shall be entered on the back of the individual’s sport fishing license, and the fishing license number 
shall be entered in the space provided on the report card. 
(4) All regulations applicable to the initial card also apply to additional cards issued pursuant to this subsection.  
(f) Specific Report Card and Tagging Requirements. Data recording and tagging procedures vary between report cards and 
species. See specific regulations in Sections 5.79, 5.87, 5.88, 27.92, 29.16, and 29.91 that apply in addition to the regulations of 
this Section. 
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205, 240, 1050, 1053, 1055, 1055.1 and 7380, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 200, 202, 205, 206, 240, 713, 1050, 1053, 1055, 1055.1, 7149.8, 7380, 7381 and 7382, Fish and Game Code. 
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Section 5.79, Title 14, CCR, is added to read: 
 
§5.79. White Sturgeon Report Card and Tagging Requirements for Inland Waters (FG 683, See Section 701).   
(a) Sturgeon Fishing Report Card Required. All anglers must have a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card in their possession while fishing 
for or taking sturgeon. Anglers must complete and return the card pursuant to regulations in this Section and in Section 1.74.  
(b) Tagging and Recording Requirements for Retained Fish. A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card includes detachable tags that shall 
be used to tag any white sturgeon that is taken and retained in the sport fishery. Any white sturgeon possessed by any person shall 
be tagged. 
(1) Upon taking and retaining a white sturgeon, the cardholder shall immediately record the following information: 
(A) The month, day, fishing location and length of the fish shall be recorded in the appropriate spaces on the tag. Tags shall be 
used in sequential order. 
(B) The month, day, fishing location and length of the fish shall be recorded in the appropriate spaces on the Sturgeon Fishing 
Report Card which corresponds to the number on the tag. 
(2) Immediately after recording the information above, the cardholder shall remove and completely detach the tag from the card 
and affix it to the white sturgeon. Cardholders shall not wait until completion of fishing activity to tag any white sturgeon in 
possession.  
(3) The tag shall be securely fastened to the fish. To affix the tag, a “zip tie”, string, line or other suitable material shall be passed 
through the tag at the location specified on the sturgeon tag and attached to the fish. 
(4) Tags shall not be removed from the report card until immediately prior to affixing to a white sturgeon. Any tags detached from 
the report card and not affixed to a white sturgeon shall be considered used and therefore invalid. No person shall possess any 
used or otherwise invalid sturgeon tags. 
(5) Records of Prior Activity. All tags must be accounted for at all times by entry of a record on the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card 
corresponding to all tags that are not in possession. Any tag that was lost or destroyed shall be recorded as such on the 
corresponding line on the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card.  
(c) Reporting Requirements for Released Fish.  
(1) Whenever the cardholder catches and releases a sturgeon, the cardholder shall immediately record the month, day, location 
code, and species of sturgeon. 
(2) If all lines in the "sturgeon released" field of the report card are filled, any additional sturgeon caught and released need not be 
recorded on the card.    
(d) Sturgeon tags must be left affixed to the fish in place, including while stored at a residence or non-transient location, until the 
fish is processed for immediate consumption.  
(e) The annual fee for the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card is specified in Section 701, Title 14, CCR.  
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 5.80, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§5.80. White Sturgeon.    
(a) Open season: All year, except for closures listed under special regulations. 
(b) Daily and annual bag limit: One fish per day. Three fish per year statewide. 
(c) Size limit: No fish less than 46 inches total length or greater than 66 inches total length may be taken or possessed. 
(d) Methods of take: The sturgeon must voluntarily take the bait or lure in its mouth. No sturgeon may be taken by trolling, snagging 
or by the use of firearms. Sturgeon may not be gaffed, nor shall any person use any type of firearm to assist in landing or killing 
any sturgeon. 
(e) Report card required: Any person fishing for or taking sturgeon shall have in their possession a nontransferable Sturgeon 
Fishing Report Card issued by the department and shall adhere to all reporting and tagging requirements for sturgeon defined in 
Sections 1.74 and 5.79, Title 14, CCR.
(1) Report card requirements. 
(A) Notwithstanding other statutes and regulations that exempt sport fishing license requirements, a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card 
is required for any person fishing for sturgeon. This includes anglers who are under 16 years of age, anglers who are fishing from a 
public pier, and anglers who hold a lifetime fishing license. Anglers who are under 16 years of age may obtain a sturgeon fishing 
report card without purchasing a sport fishing license. 
(B) A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card shall be valid for the calendar year as shown on the report card. 
(C) Notwithstanding other statutes and regulations, no person may obtain more than one Sturgeon Fishing Report Card per year or 
possess any Sturgeon Fishing Report Card other than their own. 
(D) The form number and fee for a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card are specified in Section 701. 
(E) Anglers must return their card by January 31 of the following year shown on the report card to the address specified on the 
Sturgeon Fishing Report Card. 
(2) Completion procedures. 
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(A) Upon obtainment of the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card, if the angler is required to hold a sport fishing license, the report card 
number shall be entered in ink on the angler’s sport fishing license, and the sport fishing license number shall be entered in ink on 
the report card on the appropriate line. 
(B) Whenever the cardholder catches a sturgeon, whether the fish is retained or released, the cardholder shall use a ball point pen 
to immediately record on the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card all of the following information: month and day, catch location, and 
species of sturgeon. If a white sturgeon is retained, the total length of the fish must also be recorded immediately on the report 
card. 
(C) If all lines in the “sturgeon released” field of the report card are filled, any additional sturgeon caught and released need not be 
recorded on the card. 
(f) Tagging Requirements:  A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card includes three tags that are to be used to tag any white sturgeon that 
is retained.  
(1) After retaining a white sturgeon the date the fish is taken shall be immediately recorded on the tag with a ball point pen. 
(2) The angler shall immediately attach the tag to the body of the white sturgeon, and leave the tag in place until the fish is 
processed, steaked, or filleted for consumption and stored at a residence or non-transient location. 
(g)(f) Special North Coast District Sturgeon Closure (Humboldt, Del Norte, Trinity and Siskiyou cos.). It is unlawful to take any 
sturgeon in the North Coast District at any time. 
(h)(g) For regulations on take and possession of sturgeon in ocean waters as defined in Section 27.00, see Sections 27.90, 27.91, 
and 27.95. 
NOTE: 
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205, and 220, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 205 and 206, Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
Section 5.81, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§5.81. Green Sturgeon.    
(a) Green sturgeon may not be taken or possessed. 
(b) Green sturgeon taken and released incidentally to white sturgeon fishing shall be reported on a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card 
issued by the department, in accordance with procedures defined in Subsection 5.80(e), Title 14, CCR. The form number and fee 
for a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card are specified in Section 701 Sections 1.74 and 5.79, Title 14, CCR. 
NOTE: 
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205 and 220, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 205 and 206, Fish and Game 
Code.   
 
Section 5.87, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 
 
§5.87. Marking Requirements for Salmon Taken by Other Than Commercial Means.  Repealer filed 2-9-96; operative 2-9-
96 pursuant to Fish and Game Code sections 202 and 205 (Register 96, No. 6). 
Klamath-Trinity Salmon Report Card Requirement (FG 684, See Section 701). 
(a) Report Card Required in Waters of the Klamath-Trinity River System. All anglers must have a Klamath-Trinity Salmon Report 
Card in their possession while fishing for or taking salmon in waters of the Klamath-Trinity River System, and must complete and 
return the card pursuant to regulations in this Section and in Section 1.74. 
(b) Prior to beginning fishing activity, the cardholder shall record the month, day, and fishing location on the first available line on 
the report card.  
(c) Whenever the cardholder lands (either retains or releases) a Chinook salmon, the angler shall immediately record whether the 
fish was an adult or a jack, and whether the fish has an adipose fin present. Whenever the cardholder releases a Coho salmon, the 
angler shall immediately record whether the maxillary is present or absent.  
(d) Whenever the cardholder moves to another fishing location, the angler shall record the month, day, and location on the next line 
on the report card. 
(e) In the Klamath-Trinity River System, a jack Chinook salmon is defined as any Chinook salmon that is less than 22 inches total 
length. 
(f) In the event an angler fills in all lines and returns a Klamath-Trinity Salmon Report Card, an additional card may be purchased. 
See Section 1.74. 
(g) The annual fee for the Klamath-Trinity Salmon Report Card is specified in Section 701, Title 14, CCR.  
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Section 7708, Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 7700, 7702, 7703, 7706 and 7708, 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.     

 
Section 5.88, Title 14, CCR, is added to read: 
 
§5.88. Steelhead Report and Restoration Card Requirements for Inland Waters (FG 682, See Section 701). 
(a) Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card Required. All anglers must have a Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration 
Card in their possession while fishing for or taking steelhead in anadromous waters, as defined in Section 1.04. Anglers must 
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complete and return the card pursuant to regulations in this Section and in Section 1.74. For purposes of these regulations, a 
steelhead trout is defined as any rainbow trout greater than 16 inches in length found in anadromous waters.  
(b) Prior to beginning fishing activity, the cardholder must record the month, day, and location code on the first available line on the 
report card.  
(c) When a steelhead is retained, the cardholder must immediately fill in a circle indicating whether the fish is a wild fish or a 
hatchery fish.   
(d) When the cardholder moves to another location code, or finishes fishing for the day, the angler must immediately record on the 
card the number of wild and hatchery fish that were released from that location.  
(e) In the event an angler fills in all lines and returns a Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card, an additional card may be 
purchased. See Section 1.74. 
(f) The annual fee for the Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card is specified in Section 7380 of the Fish and Game Code.  
NOTE: 
Authority cited: Section 7380, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 7380 and 7381, Fish and Game Code.     
 
Section 27.90, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§27.90. White Sturgeon.    
(a) Open season: All year. 
(b) Daily and annual bag limit: One fish per day. Three fish per year statewide. 
(c) Size limit: No fish less than 46 inches total length or greater than 66 inches total length may be taken or possessed. 
(d) Methods of take: The sturgeon must voluntarily take the bait or lure in its mouth. No sturgeon may be taken by trolling, snagging 
or by the use of firearms. Sturgeon may not be gaffed, nor shall any person use any type of firearm to assist in landing or killing 
any sturgeon. 
(e) Report card required: Any person fishing for or taking sturgeon shall have in their possession a nontransferable Sturgeon 
Fishing Report Card issued by the department and shall adhere to all reporting and tagging requirements for sturgeon defined in 
Sections 1.74 and 27.92, Title 14, CCR.
(1) Report card requirements.    
(A) Notwithstanding other statutes and regulations that exempt sport fishing license requirements, a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card 
is required for any person fishing for sturgeon. This includes anglers who are under 16 years of age, anglers who are fishing from a 
public pier, and anglers who hold a lifetime fishing license. Anglers who are under 16 years of age may obtain a sturgeon fishing 
report card without purchasing a sport fishing license.    
(B) A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card shall be valid for the calendar year as shown on the report card.    
(C) Notwithstanding other statutes and regulations, no person may obtain more than one Sturgeon Fishing Report Card per year or 
possess any Sturgeon Fishing Report Card other than their own.    
(D) The form number and fee for a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card are specified in Section 701.    
(E) Anglers must return their card by January 31 of the following year shown on the report card to the address specified on the 
Sturgeon Fishing Report Card.    
(2) Completion procedures.    
(A) Upon obtainment of the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card, if the angler is required to hold a sport fishing license, the report card 
number shall be entered in ink on the angler's sport fishing license, and the sport fishing license number shall be entered in ink on 
the report card on the appropriate line.    
(B) Whenever the cardholder catches a sturgeon, whether the fish is retained or released, the cardholder shall use a ball point pen 
to immediately record on the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card all of the following information: month and day, catch location, and 
species of sturgeon. If a white sturgeon is retained, the total length of the fish must also be recorded immediately on the report 
card.    
(C) If all lines in the "sturgeon released" field of the report card are filled, any additional sturgeon caught and released need not be 
recorded on the card.    
(f) Tagging Requirements: A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card includes three tags that are to be used to tag any white sturgeon that is 
retained. 
(1) After retaining a white sturgeon the date the fish is taken shall be immediately recorded on the tag with a ball point pen.    
(2) The angler shall immediately attach the tag to the body of the white sturgeon, and leave the tag in place until the fish is 
processed, steaked, or filleted for consumption and stored at a residence or non-transient location.    
(g)(f) For regulations on take and possession of sturgeon in inland waters as defined in Section 1.53, see Section 5.80 and Section 
5.81. 
(h)(g) Boat limits, as defined in Subsection 27.60(e) and Section 195, are not authorized for sturgeon fishing and shall not apply to 
the take, possession or retention of white sturgeon. 
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205 and 220, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 205 and 206, Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
Section 27.91, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
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§27.91. Green Sturgeon.    
(a) Green sturgeon may not be taken or possessed. 
(b) Green sturgeon taken and released incidentally to white sturgeon fishing shall be reported on a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card 
issued by the department, in accordance with procedures defined in Subsection 27.90(e), Title 14, CCR. The form number and fee 
for a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card are specified in Section 701 Sections 1.74 and 27.92, Title 14, CCR. 
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205 and 220, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 205 and 206, Fish and Game 
Code. 
 
Section 27.92, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 
 
§27.92. - Repealed by operation of Government Code section 11346.1(g) (Register 2006, No. 33).Green Sturgeon. White 
Sturgeon Report Card and Tagging Requirements for Ocean Waters (FG 683, See Section 701). 
(a) Sturgeon Fishing Report Card Required. All anglers must have a Sturgeon Fishing Report Card in their possession while fishing 
for or taking sturgeon. Anglers must complete and return the card pursuant to regulations in this Section and in Section 1.74.  
(b) Tagging and Recording Requirements for Retained Fish. A Sturgeon Fishing Report Card includes detachable tags that shall 
be used to tag any white sturgeon that is taken and retained in the sport fishery. Any white sturgeon possessed by any person shall 
be tagged. 
(1) Upon taking and retaining a white sturgeon, the cardholder shall immediately record the following information: 
(A) The month, day, fishing location and length of the fish shall be recorded in the appropriate spaces on the tag. Tags shall be 
used in sequential order. 
(B) The month, day, fishing location and length of the fish shall be recorded in the appropriate spaces on the Sturgeon Fishing 
Report Card which corresponds to the number on the tag. 
(2) Immediately after recording the information above, the cardholder shall remove and completely detach the tag from the card 
and affix it to the white sturgeon. Cardholders shall not wait until completion of fishing activity to tag any white sturgeon in 
possession.  
(3) The tag shall be securely fastened to the fish. To affix the tag, a “zip tie”, string, line or other suitable material shall be passed 
through the tag at the location specified on the sturgeon tag and attached to the fish. 
(4) Tags shall not be removed from the report card until immediately prior to affixing to a white sturgeon. Any tags detached from 
the report card and not affixed to a white sturgeon shall be considered used and therefore invalid. No person shall possess any 
used or otherwise invalid sturgeon tags. 
(5) Records of Prior Activity. All tags must be accounted for at all times by entry of a record on the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card 
corresponding to all tags that are not in possession. Any tag that was lost or destroyed shall be recorded as such on the 
corresponding line on the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card.  
(c) Reporting Requirements for Released Fish.  
(1) Whenever the cardholder catches and releases a sturgeon, the cardholder shall immediately record the month, day, location 
code, and species of sturgeon. 
(2) If all lines in the "sturgeon released" field of the report card are filled, any additional sturgeon caught and released need not be 
recorded on the card.    
(d) Sturgeon tags must be left affixed to the fish in place, including while stored at a residence or non-transient location, until the 
fish is processed for immediate consumption. 
(e) The annual fee for the Sturgeon Fishing Report Card is specified in Section 701, Title 14, CCR.  
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 29.15, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§29.15. Abalone.    
(a) Geographic Area: Abalone may only be taken north of a line drawn due west magnetic from the center of the mouth of San 
Francisco Bay. No abalone may be taken, landed, or possessed if taken south of this line. 
(b) Open Season and Hours: Abalone may be taken only during the months of April, May, June, August, September, October and 
November from one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. 
(c) Bag Limit and Yearly Trip Limit: Three red abalone, Haliotis rufescens, may be taken per day. No more than three abalone may 
be possessed at any time. No other species of abalone may be taken or possessed. Each person taking abalone shall stop 
detaching abalone when the limit of three is reached. No person shall take more than 24 abalone during a calendar year. 
(d) Minimum Abalone Size: All red abalone must be seven inches or greater measured along the longest shell diameter. All legal 
size abalone detached must be retained. No undersized abalone may be brought ashore or aboard any boat, placed in any type of 
receiver, kept on the person, or retained in any person's possession or under his control. Undersize abalone must be replaced 
immediately to the same surface of the rock from which detached. Abalones brought ashore shall be in such a condition that the 
size can be determined. 
(e) Special Gear Provisions: The use of SCUBA gear or surface supplied air to take abalone is prohibited. Abalone may not be 
taken or possessed aboard any boat, vessel, or floating device in the water containing SCUBA or surface supplied air. Abalone 
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may be taken only by hand or by devices commonly known as abalone irons. Abalone irons must be less than 36 inches long, 
straight or with a curve having a radius of not less than 18 inches, and must not be less than 3/4 inch wide nor less than 1/16 inch 
thick. All edges must be rounded and free of sharp edges. Knives, screwdrivers and sharp instruments are prohibited. 
(f) Measuring Device. Every person while taking abalone shall carry a fixed caliper measuring gauge capable of accurately 
measuring seven inches. The measuring device shall have fixed opposing arms of sufficient length to measure the abalone by 
placing the gauge over the shell. 
(g) Abalone Possession and Transportation: Abalones must shall not be removed from their shell, except when being prepared for 
immediate consumption. 
(h) Abalone Permit Report Card. All persons, required to possess a sport fishing license, must have a nontransferable Abalone 
Permit Report Card (FG 2915 (New 12/03)) issued by the department while taking abalone. The Abalone Permit Report Card shall 
be kept with the fishing license while taking or attempting to take abalone. Persons diving from a boat shall keep the license and 
Abalone Permit Report Card in the boat. The Abalone Permit Report Card shall be completed as required immediately upon 
returning and boarding the boat with abalone. Persons diving from the shore shall keep the license and Abalone Permit Report 
Card within 500 yards on the shore. Persons shall, immediately upon bringing ashore an abalone, make a hole in one of the 
designated locations for each abalone taken, and record with indelible ink, the date, time, and location code in the spaces provided 
adjacent to the hole. 
For the purposes of this section a boat is defined as any watercraft used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on 
water (reference Section 9840(a), Vehicle Code and Section 6552(q), Title 14, California Code of Regulations). 
An Abalone Permit Report Card shall be valid during the open season for taking abalone in the calendar year for which it was 
issued. No person may be issued or possess more than one Abalone Permit Report Card or any Abalone Permit Report Card other 
than their own. The Abalone Permit Report Card must be returned to the department at the address specified on the card within 30 
days of the close of the calendar abalone season. 
(i) Upon purchase of the Abalone Permit Report Card, the card number shall be entered by the license agent in ink in the space 
provided on the angler's sport fishing license. The sport fishing license number shall be entered by the license agent on in the 
space provided on the Abalone Permit Report Card.  This subsection does not apply if both the Abalone Permit Report Card and 
sport fishing license are issued through the Automated License Data System (see Section 700.4).  
(h) Report Card Required: Any person fishing for or taking abalone shall have in their possession a nontransferable Abalone 
Report Card issued by the department and shall adhere to all reporting and tagging requirements for abalone defined in Sections 
1.74 and 29.16, Title 14, CCR.
NOTE: 
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205, 210, 220, 240, 5521 and 7149.8, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 202, 
205, 220, 5521, 7145 and 7149.8, Fish and Game Code.  
 
Section 29.16, Title 14, CCR, is added to read: 
 

OPTION ONE 
NO EXCEPTION FOR USERS OF NON-MOTORIZED VESSELS 

 
§29.16. Abalone Report Card and Tagging Requirements (FG 2915, See Section 701). 
(a) Abalone Report Card Required. All individuals including divers must have an Abalone Report Card in their immediate 
possession while fishing for or taking red abalone. Individuals must complete and return the card pursuant to regulations in this 
Section and in Section 1.74.  
(b) Tagging Requirements. An Abalone Report Card includes detachable tags that shall be used to tag any abalone that is taken 
and retained in the sport fishery. Any red abalone possessed by any person shall be tagged. 
 (1) Cardholders shall tag any red abalone either immediately upon exiting the water or immediately upon boarding a vessel, 
whichever occurs first.  For the purposes of this section a vessel is defined as any watercraft used or capable of being used as a 
means of transportation on water (reference Section 9840(a) CVC). Cardholders shall not wait to return to their vehicle, beach site 
or other location to tag any abalone in possession. 
(2) The cardholder shall fill in the month, day, time of catch, and fishing location on the abalone tag, remove and completely detach 
the tag from the card, and affix it to the shell of the abalone. 
(3) The tag shall be securely fastened to the shell of the abalone. To affix the tag, a “zip tie”, string, line or other suitable material 
shall be passed through a siphon hole on the abalone shell and through the tag at the location specified on the abalone tag.  
(4) Tags shall be used in sequential order, and shall not be removed from the report card until immediately prior to affixing to an 
abalone. Any tags detached from the report card and not affixed to an abalone shall be considered used and therefore invalid.  
(5) No person shall possess any used or otherwise invalid abalone tags not attached to an abalone shell.   
(c) Reporting Requirements. Immediately upon tagging all abalone in possession, the cardholder shall record the month, day, time 
of catch, and fishing location in the appropriate spaces on the numbered line on the Abalone Report Card which corresponds to the 
number on the tag attached to the abalone. 
(d) Records of Prior Activity. All tags must be accounted for at all times by entry of a record on the Abalone Report Card 
corresponding to all tags that are not in possession. Any tag that was lost or destroyed shall be recorded as such on the 
corresponding line on the Abalone Report Card. 
(e) Abalone tags must be left affixed to the shell, including while stored at a residence or non-transient location, until the abalone is 
processed for immediate consumption.   
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(f) The annual fee for the Abalone Report Card is specified in Section 7149.8 of the Fish and Game Code.  
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code. 
 

OPTION TWO 
EXCEPTION TO ALLOW CARDHOLDERS USING NON-MOTORIZED VESSELS TO DISEMBARK PRIOR TO TAGGING 

 
§29.16. Abalone Report Card and Tagging Requirements (FG 2915, See Section 701). 
 (a) Abalone Report Card Required. All individuals including divers must have an Abalone Report Card in their immediate 
possession while fishing for or taking red abalone. Individuals must complete and return the card pursuant to regulations in this 
Section and in Section 1.74.  
(b) Tagging Requirements. An Abalone Report Card includes detachable tags that shall be used to tag any abalone that is taken 
and retained in the sport fishery. Any red abalone possessed by any person shall be tagged. 
(1) Cardholders shall tag any red abalone either immediately upon exiting the water or immediately upon boarding a vessel, 
whichever occurs first. For the purposes of this section a vessel is defined as any watercraft used or capable of being used as a 
means of transportation on water (reference Section 9840(a) CVC). Cardholders shall not wait to return to their vehicle, beach site 
or other location to tag any abalone in possession. EXCEPTION: Cardholders who dive from a non-motorized vessel such as a 
kayak that is in the water may wait until immediately after disembarking from the non-motorized vessel to tag and record any 
abalone in possession, but shall not transfer any abalone from his or her immediate possession unless they are first tagged and 
recorded on the report card.  
(2) The cardholder shall fill in the month, day, time of catch, and fishing location on the abalone tag, remove and completely detach 
the tag from the card, and affix it to the shell of the abalone. 
(3) The tag shall be securely fastened to the shell of the abalone. To affix the tag, a “zip tie”, string, line or other suitable material 
shall be passed through a siphon hole on the abalone shell and through the tag at the location specified on the abalone tag.  
(4) Tags shall be used in sequential order, and shall not be removed from the report card until immediately prior to affixing to an 
abalone. Any tags detached from the report card and not affixed to an abalone shall be considered used and therefore invalid.  
(5) No person shall possess any used or otherwise invalid abalone tags not attached to an abalone shell.   
(c) Reporting Requirements. Immediately upon tagging all abalone in possession, the cardholder shall record the month, day, time 
of catch, and fishing location in the appropriate spaces on the numbered line on the Abalone Report Card which corresponds to the 
number on the tag attached to the abalone. 
(d) Records of Prior Activity. All tags must be accounted for at all times by entry of a record on the Abalone Report Card 
corresponding to all tags that are not in possession. Any tag that was lost or destroyed shall be recorded as such on the 
corresponding line on the Abalone Report Card. 
(e) Abalone tags must be left affixed to the shell, including while stored at a residence or non-transient location, until the abalone is 
processed for immediate consumption.   
(f) The annual fee for the Abalone Report Card is specified in Section 7149.8 of the Fish and Game Code.  
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 29.90, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§29.90. Spiny Lobsters.    
(a) Open season: From the Saturday preceding the first Wednesday in October through the first Wednesday after the 15th of 
March. 
(b) Limit: Seven. 
(c) Minimum size: Three and one-fourth inches measured in a straight line on the mid-line of the back from the rear edge of the eye 
socket to the rear edge of the body shell. Any lobster may be brought to the surface of the water for the purpose of measuring, but 
no undersize lobster may be brought aboard any boat, placed in any type of receiver, kept on the person or retained in any 
person's possession or under his direct control; all lobsters shall be measured immediately upon being brought to the surface of 
the water, and any undersize lobster shall be released immediately into the water. 
(d) Report Card Required: Any person fishing for or taking spiny lobster shall have in their possession a nontransferable Spiny 
Lobster Report Card issued by the department and shall adhere to all reporting requirements for lobster defined in Sections 1.74 
and 29.91, Title 14, CCR. 
NOTE: 
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205, 219 and 220, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 202, 205, 210 and 220, Fish 
and Game Code.   
  
Section 29.91, Title 14, CCR, is added to read: 
 
§29.91. Spiny Lobster Report Card Requirements for Ocean Waters  (FG 685, See Section 701). 
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(a) Spiny Lobster Report Card Required. All individuals must have a Spiny Lobster Report Card in their possession while fishing for 
or taking lobster. In the case of a person diving from a boat, the report card may be kept in the boat, or in the case of a person 
diving from the shore, the report card may be kept within 500 yards on the shore. Individuals must complete and return the card 
pursuant to regulations in this Section and in Section 1.74. 
(b) Prior to beginning fishing activity, the cardholder must record the month, day, location, and gear code on the first available line 
on the report card.  
(c) When the cardholder moves to another location code, or finishes fishing for the day, he or she must immediately record on the 
card the number of lobster kept from that location.  
(d) In the event an individual fills in all lines and returns a Spiny Lobster Report Card, an additional card may be purchased. See 
Section 1.74. 
(e) The annual fee for the Spiny Lobster Report Card is specified in Section 701, Title 14, CCR.  
NOTE:  
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code.  
Reference: Sections 200, 202, and 205, Fish and Game Code. 
 
Section 701, Title 14, CCR is amended to read: 
 
§701. Sport Fishing Forms and Fees. 
(a) Declaration for Multi-Day Fishing Trip (FG 935 (rev. 06/05 Rev. 9/07)),  
incorporated by reference herein)           $ 4.75 $5.00
(b) Permit Authorizing Transit of a Recreational Fishing Vessel Through Areas Closed to Fishing (Annual) (FG 672 (rev. 07/05), 
incorporated by reference herein) $34.00  
(b) 2008 Klamath-Trinity Salmon Report Card (FG 684 (Rev. 9/07)),  
incorporated by reference herein            $5.00 
(c) Permit Authorizing Transit of a Recreational Fishing Vessel Through Areas Closed to Fishing (30 Days or less) (FG 672 (rev. 
07/05), incorporated by reference herein) $ 8.50  
(d) 2007 Salmon Punch Card (FG 684 (rev 7/06), incorporated by reference herein) $1.50 
(e) 2007 Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card (FG 682 (rev. 7/06), incorporated by reference herein) $ 5.50 
(f) 2007 Sturgeon Fishing Report Card (FG 683 (7/06), incorporated by reference herein) $ 0.00 
(g) Pursuant to the provisions of Section 699, Title 14, the department shall annually adjust the fees of all licenses, stamps, 
permits, tags, or other entitlement required by regulations set forth in this section. 
(c) 20072008 Sturgeon Fishing Report Card (FG 683 (7/06 Rev. 9/07)),  
incorporated by reference herein)  $ 0.00  
(d) 2008 Spiny Lobster Report Card (FG 685 (New 9/07)),  
incorporated by reference herein  $ 7.50 
(e) 2008 Replacement Card Fee for a 2008 Abalone Report Card  
(FG 2915 (Rev. 09/07)), incorporated by reference herein   $8.25 
(f) 2008 Replacement Card Fee for a 2008 Sturgeon Fishing 
Report Card  $0.00 
(g) 2008 Replacement Processing Fee for a 2008 Abalone Report Card  $7.50 
(h) 2008 Replacement Processing Fee for a 2008 Sturgeon Fishing Report Card  $7.50 
(i) 2008 Steelhead Fishing Report and Restoration Card (FG 682  
(Rev. 09/07)), incorporated by reference herein 
(e)(j) Pursuant to the provisions of Section 699, Title 14, the department shall annually adjust the fees of all licenses, stamps, 
permits, tags, or other entitlement required by regulations set forth in this section. 
NOTE: 
Authority cited: Sections 200, 202, 205, 220, 713, 1050, 1053, 7149.8 and 7380, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 
202, 205, 206, 220, 713, 1050, 1053, 1055, 7149.8, and 7380, Fish and Game Code. 


